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The Strategy of Anticioatorv Self-Defense
,.,.,....

· In response (0 the dangerposed by proliferationof weaponsof mass
. destruction,and the possibility that telI'oristgroups couldgain access to them,

the President has announced a strategy of preemptive action, or, as it might be
called, "anticipatory self-defense."

· We~llbe deliberate, yet time is not on our sirko I will not wait on events,
while dangers gather. I will not stand by, as peril draws closer and closer.
The United States oj America will not permit the world's most dangerous
regimes to threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons. (State of
the Union Message, January 29, 2(02)
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· ...new threats also require new thinking. Deterrence - the promise oj
massive retaliation against nations - means nothing against shadowy
terrorist networks with no nation or citizens to lkfend. Containment is not
possible when unbalanced dictators with weapons of mass destruction can
rkliver those weapons on missiles or secretly provide the;mto terrorist
allies.

. ... our security will require all Americans to be forward-looking and
resolute, to be ready for preemptive m:lion when necessary to defend our
liberty and to defend our lives. (Commencement Speech at the u.s.
Military Academy. June I, 2002)

Anticipatory. Self-Defense and Soverei~

· This strategy has important implications for the way we view international
relation~..In particular, it modifies the traditional view of sovereignty.

· According to that view, states. unless constrained by ~tomary international
law or by agreements to which they themselves have consented. have the
sovereign right to do whatever they want within their own borders.

· Acoro1Jaryis that a state may take military action against another state only
whenthe latter launches an aggression across an intemational border.

· In general, the United States supports traditional concepts of sovereignty;
indeed, in most cases, we insist on it.
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